THE CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE TOP200 NAWA PROGRAMME
No. 42/2025 of 12 November 2025

I. SCOPE OF THE CALL

The Director of the Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange, acting under Article 19 paragraph 1
of the Act of 7 July 2017 on the Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange, announces a Call for
applications for participation in the TOP200 NAWA Programme (hereinafter referred to as the
“Programme”).

II. PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION

2.1. Programme Objective

1. The programme aims at inviting scientists with outstanding scientific achievements from centres
of high scientific excellence to Poland and thereby strengthening the potential of Polish higher
education and research institutions in international scientific cooperation and at advancing
international research careers. The programme provides opportunity for foreign researchers to
work in Poland for a period 2-4 years and establish their own project groups.

2. The programme involves 2 tracks, depending on the career stage of the incoming Fellow
(Principal Investigator):

1) Junior Fellow,
2) Senior Fellow.

3. The tracks determine the requirements for the Principal Investigator, the composition of the
Project Group, the duration of the Project and the amount of funding, as discussed in detail in
the relevant sections of the Call.

4, Funding under the Programme includes remuneration for the Principal Investigator, Project
Group members, and the Inviting Person.

5. The Principal Investigator is expected to carry out research activities planned in the application
and at the same time strive to secure additional funding, in order to continue research after the
completion of the Project.

6. The Programme also offers the opportunity to apply for one of the following components:

1) research component financed by the National Science Centre (NCN)
2) applied research component financed by the National Centre for Research and
Development (NCBR).

2.2. Eligible Applicants

Eligible applicants are entities referred to in art. 7 par. 1 points 1, 2 and 4-7 of the Act of 20 July 2018 -
Law on Higher Education and Science — institutions employing the Principal Investigator.

As a result of the Russian Federation's aggression against Ukraine, natural persons who are citizens of
the Russian Federation, as well as institutions and other entities based in the territory of the Russian
Federation, are excluded from participation in the Programme due to the cessation of cooperation



between the government of the Republic of Poland and the government of the Russian Federation

under the Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of Culture, Science, and Education, concluded in
Warsaw on 25 August 1993.

2.3.

Requirements for the Principal Investigator and other persons involved in the Project

The Principal Investigator in the Junior Fellow track must:

1)
2)
3)

4)

be of citizenship other than Polish;

hold a doctoral degree obtained no earlier than 7 years before submitting the application;

have worked as a researcher for at least 12 months during the last 24 months (counted

from the date of the Call announcement) in a centre of a high level of scientific excellence

outside Poland, ranked 1 to 200 in one of the following rankings:

— Academic  Ranking of World Universities 2025 (Shanghai  ranking)
https://www.shanghairanking.com/rankings/arwu/2025

— QS World University Rankings 2025 https://www.topuniversities.com/world-

university-rankings

— Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2025
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2025/world-

ranking
demonstrate outstanding scientific achievements of international recognition (in the

context of a given discipline and career stage).

The Principal Investigator in the Senior Fellow track must:

1)
2)
3)

be of citizenship other than Polish;

hold at least a doctoral degree;

have worked as a researcher for at least 36 months during the last 48 months (counted

from the date of the Call announcement) in a centre of a high level of scientific excellence

outside Poland, ranked from 1 to 200 in one of the following rankings:

— Academic  Ranking of World Universities 2025  (Shanghai  ranking)
https://www.shanghairanking.com/rankings/arwu/2025

— QS World University Rankings 2025 https://www.topuniversities.com/world-

university-rankings

— Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2025
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2025/world-

ranking
demonstrate outstanding scientific achievements of international recognition (in the

context of a given discipline and career stage);

prove experience in managing a research team or managing at least one research project
selected in a competition (excluding individual scholarships and projects selected in
a competition organised by the Principal Investigator's employer).

The Programme is open to all fields of science. Representatives of the arts may participate in the

Programme, provided that the activities planned in the Project are of scientific nature.

Project Group members may include researchers, support staff, technical staff, and

administrative and management support staff; the programme leaves room for decision to the

Principal Investigator as to the recruitment and selection, according to the role or objective of

the specific task in the Project.
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2.4.

The Inviting Person acts as liaison between the Principal Investigator and the host institution,

which is responsible for securing the range of resources and supportive measures. The

designated Inviting Person is a researcher from the host institution. The Inviting Person's role is

to support the Principal Investigator in adapting and navigating the structures of the employing

institution.

Obligations of the Host Institution

Within the Project, the host institution undertakes to:

2.5.

1)

conclude an employment contract with the Principal Investigator in accordance with the
requirements specified in the Call;

employ members of the Project Group;

provide the Principal Investigator and the Project Group with conditions for the
development and implementation of research, including office and laboratory space and
research equipment, as well as access to infrastructure enabling research and teaching (if
applicable);

ensure administrative and financial support for activities carried out by the Principal
Investigator and the Project Group;

support the Principal Investigator and the Project Group in applying for financial resources
for research in national and international competitions;

support the Principal Investigator and the Project Group in obtaining all required consents,
opinions, permits or other documents necessary to implement the activities planned within
the Project;

ensure that the Principal Investigator will reside in Poland during the implementation of
the Project (the centre of the Principal Investigator’s personal or economic interests will
be Poland).

Thematic scope of activities implemented under the Programme

Activities eligible under the Programme:

2.6.

1)

Securing the employment of researchers coming from abroad in Polish higher education
and science institutions;

Enabling creation of a project group by the Principal Investigator;

Providing support to the Principal Investigator by the Inviting Person;

Creating stable conditions enabling the development of the scientific career of the Principal
Investigator and the Project Group;

Creating stable conditions for carrying out scientific research;

Dissemination of the results of research in the scientific community.

Deadline and other conditions for submitting an application

Application submission deadline.

The call for applications will be open until 27 February 2026, 3:00:00 p.m., according to the official

time in Poland.



2. How to submit an application

Only in electronic form via the Agency's IT system: https://programs.nawa.gov.pl.

3. Language in which the application must be prepared

The application must be completed in English. Applications prepared in Polish will be disregarded.
The language of the required attachments is specified in point 2.7 of the Call.

4, Maximum number of applications that an Applicant may submit

A Principal Investigator may only appear in one application submitted in the call. There is no limit
to the number of applications submitted by a Host Institution, provided that each application is
submitted by a different Principal Investigator. In the event of multiple applications submitted by
the same Principal Investigator, the Agency will prioritize the most recently submitted application
for assessment, disregarding the remaining applications.

2.7. Project implementation timeframe
1. Programme implementation period

The programme will run from 1 September 2026 to 31 March 2032.
2. Project implementation period (contract duration)

1) Earliest possible project start date - latest possible project start: 1 September 2026 — 1 April
2027.

2) In the Junior Fellow track, the Project may be implemented for a period of no less than 24
months and no longer than 36 months .

3) In the Senior Fellow track, the Project may be implemented for a period of no less than 36
months and no longer than 48 months.

4) In justified cases, the Project start date indicated in the application may be postponed or
the Project duration may be extended by a maximum of 12 months (without increasing
funding), provided that the Project completion date does not exceed the Programme
implementation period.

2.8. List of information and attachments required in the application

The application must include all information required by the application form.
2. The following documents must be attached to the application:

' When calculating the project duration, the rules of the Civil Code apply, with the last day of the month being the
day preceding the expiry date determined in accordance with the rules. For example, 36 months from 1 July 2025,
will expire on 30 June 2028.


https://programs.nawa.gov.pl/

1) Power of attorney for the person submitting the application to represent the Applicant —
in Polish; the template of the power of attorney is provided in the appendix to the Call;

2) A scan of the document confirming that the Principal Investigator is a PhD holder — in the
original language;

3) Invitation of the Principal Investigator by the Host institution, signed by the Inviting Person
—in English (a document template is attached to the Call);

4) A copy of the documents clearly confirming that the Principal Investigator worked as
a researcher outside Poland under the conditions specified in the Call (a certificate from
the HR department or a certificate issued by a person representing the employer’s
institution, with the name of the position and the period of employment) — in English;

5) 3-5 most relevant publications of the Principal Investigator.

Attachments should be in electronic form (a scan of a document with a handwritten signature or

a document with a qualified electronic signature).

2.9.

Procedure for assessing and selecting applications for funding
General provisions

Applications are subject to formal and merit-based assessment in accordance with the
Regulations for Institutional Programmes for Researchers.

Formal assessment

Its purpose is to determine whether the submitted application is complete and formally meets
the requirements specified in the Call Announcement.

An application may be left without consideration for formal reasons also at a later stage of
assessment.

Merit-based assessment

The merit-based assessment consists of three stages:

1) Initial assessment of applications is conducted by the Team of Experts. Applications that
do not receive the Team of Experts’ recommendation at this stage are not submitted for
further assessment;

2) Assessment of applications by two External Reviewers;

3) Final assessment by the Team of Experts.

The final stage of the assessment process may include interviews with candidates for Principal

Investigators to discuss research plans and to clarify any concerns raised. In such cases, the Team

determines the number and list of individuals to be invited to the online meeting, based on the

external reviews.



External

Initial
. . Reviewers
Criteria for merit-based assessment Assessment Team of Experts

(average
Team of Experts .
ratings)

1. The Principal Investigator's scientific or academic
career and scientific achievements to date

— To what extent are the Principal Investigator’s
scientific achievements internationally recognizable 15 10 -
and outstanding in the context of a given discipline
and stage of the researcher’s career?

2. Justification for the selection of the Host institution
as the place of project implementation

— To what extent is the Host institution suited to the
planned Project?

— Assessment of the proposed support for the
Principal Investigator and the prospects of the - 10 15
scientific development of the Investigator at the
Host institution

— Assessment of the benefits the Host institution will
enjoy by attracting a Principal Investigator.

3. Scientific or technological quality of the Project -
scope and method of implementation of planned
activities
What is the scientific quality of the Project, taking
into account:

— originality of the topics addressed

— innovative nature of the research hypothesis

— research tools and methods

— planned results of the Project

— potential risks and contingency plan
What is the quality of:

— composition of the project group in the light of the
Project

— plans for applying for grants to Polish and foreign
research funding institutions?

4.lmpact of the Project on the development of
science

To what extent can the implementation of the Project

impact the development of research in its discipline, - 10 15

provide inspiration for further research or influence

innovation processes in Poland and abroad?

TOTAL: 15 40 45
Maximum points 100

2.10. Total Programme allocation of funds

The amount of funds allocated for the implementation of the Programme is PLN 17 million. The Agency
reserves the right to change the amount of the funds, as well as not to use the full allocation.



2.11.

vk W

10.
11.

2.12.

Project budget under NAWA financing

The Applicant may plan expenses in the Project budget for remuneration of persons directly
involved in the implementation of activities in the Project (employment contract, task
allowances, civil law contracts), provided that:
1) The Principal Investigator's remuneration may amount to a maximum of, in the case of full-
time employment:
a) PLN 240,000 per year for the Junior Fellow track,
b) PLN 330,000 per year for the Senior Fellow track;
2) The remuneration of the Inviting Person may amount to a maximum of PLN 14,400 per
year;
3) The remuneration for members of the Project Group may amount to a maximum (total for
all members of the Group):
a) PLN 160,000 per year for the Junior Fellow track;
b) PLN 250,000 per year for the Senior Fellow track.
Remuneration amounts include employer costs.
The project is settled on the basis of actual expenses incurred.
The creation of a Project Group is mandatory.
During the project implementation stage, with the Agency's consent, it is possible to increase
spending on the remuneration of Project Group members by transferring funds from the Principal
Investigator's remuneration.
During the project implementation stage, Beneficiaries have the right to use the amount
allocated for the remuneration of the Project Group members without dividing it between years.
It will allow, where necessary, to increase the remuneration of the Project Group members or
expand the Group within the limit of funds that have not been used since the start of the project.
During the project implementation stage, beneficiaries have the right to use the amount
allocated for the Principal Investigator's remuneration without dividing it into years. However,
the amount of the monthly remuneration must comply with the principles of rationality,
economy, and efficiency, be consistent with the internal regulations of the Beneficiary (Host
institution), and with the other eligibility conditions specified in the Call documentation. Taking
into account the continuity of the Principal Investigator's work, the total annual remuneration in
each year of the project implementation should be at a similar level and should not raise doubts
as to the rationality of the expenditure incurred.
The list of ineligible expenses is available in the Regulations for Institutional Programmes for
Researchers.
The maximum amount of funding for a project is PLN 1,243,200 in the Junior Fellow track and
PLN 2,377,600 in the Senior Fellow track.
The Payment scheme in the Programme: B
Reporting scheme in the Programme: B.

Additional funding from NCN / NCBR

In the application, the Principal Investigator and the Host institution may plan an NCN Research

Component or an NCBR Applied research Component, i.e., a starting grant intended to finance basic

research or industrial and development research, respectively. This component is not mandatory.



During the application assessment stage, NAWA assesses the Component's budget, and the Expert Team
may introduce modifications that must be considered by the Applicant. Beneficiaries selected under the
Programme will be required to submit a separate, simplified application in the NCN or NCBR IT system,
respectively, in response to the Call addressed exclusively to them. Applications will be assessed within
the scope indicated below. For applications accepted for funding, a decision will be issued by the
Director of the National Science Centre (NCN) or the Director of the National Centre for Research and
Development (NCBR), as appropriate, regarding funding for the Component, and an appropriate
agreement will be concluded.

The implementation and settlement of the Components is not supervised by NAWA.

1) NCN Research Component

The basic research component, with a maximum amount of PLN 400,000, is financed from the National
Science Centre (NCN) and is intended for basic research. The Expert Team analyses whether the
research planned under the research component qualifies as basic research. If the Expert Team
establishes that this condition is not met, funding for the component will not be possible, which still
does not eliminate the overall NAWA funding. The research component is intended to be used within
the first 18 months from concluding the agreement with the NCN.

The NCN application assessment includes a formal assessment and budget verification.

The list of eligible costs under the NCN Research Component is specified in the appendix to the Call.

2) NCBR Applied research Component

The applied research component, with a maximum amount of PLN 400,000, is financed from the
National Centre for Research and Development and is intended to finance industrial research and
development work. The Team of Experts analyses whether the tasks planned within the applied research
component constitute industrial research or development work. If the Team of Experts determines that
this condition is not met, funding for the component will not be possible, which does not exclude NAWA
funding. The applied research component is intended to be used within 18 months of concluding the
agreement with NCBR.

Application assessment includes a formal assessment and budget verification.

The list of eligible costs under the NCBR Applied research Component is specified in the appendix to the
Call.

2.13. Additional information

1. A condition for signing a Project funding agreement with the Agency is that the Principal
Investigator does not undertake employment in Poland between the time of submitting the
application and the time of receiving the Director's decision or the planned date of
announcement of results. Employment in Poland is understood as employment at an entity based
in Poland under an employment contract or managing a research grant with an affiliation with a



Polish entity, provided that remuneration is paid for the work.

Principal Investigator is expected to be fully relocated to Poland and employed full-time within
the Beneficiary's unit. After the Project begins, the Principal Investigator's position may be
reduced, particularly if this is due to the requirements of additional research funding granted to
the Principal Investigator. In the event of a reduction in position, the funding for the purpose will
be reduced proportionally.

When determining the period from obtaining a doctoral degree, the period of maternity leave,
leave on the terms of maternity leave, paternity leave, parental leave, or childcare leave, granted
on the terms specified in the Act of 26 June 1974, Labor Code - shall not be included. Periods of
receiving maternity or parental benefits, or periods of receiving sickness or rehabilitation benefits
due to incapacity for work, including that caused by an illness requiring medical rehabilitation
shall not be included. In the case of women, the period after obtaining a doctoral degree may be
extended by 18 months for each child born or adopted. The candidate may choose the more
favorable method of indicating breaks in her academic career. If this option is used, the Agency
should be informed of this in the application.

The Agency reserves the right to cancel or shorten the Call, in particular in the event of significant
changes in legal provisions affecting the implementation of the Call, force majeure events or in
other justified cases.

2.14. Planned date of announcement of the results

The results are scheduled to be announced by 31 July 2026.

2.15. Source of financing for the Programme

National funds.

APPENDICES

1) Regulations of Institutional Programmes for Researchers;

2) Beneficiary Agreement Template;

3) Power of attorney template for submitting an application;

4) Template of the invitation of the Principal Investigator issued by the Inviting Person;
5) Catalogue of eligible costs under the NCN Research Component;

6) NCN policy on open access to publications;

7) Catalogue of eligible costs under the NCBR Applied research Component;

8) Application form.

CONTACT

For additional information, please contact us (working days, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.):



Narodowa Agencja Wymiany Akademickiej
TOP200@nawa.gov.pl
+48 509 359 464
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